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VAPA Academy – Yearlong 

 
Beginning Band/Beginning Strings 

This course offers an opportunity for students to begin learning how to play an 
instrument and read music. No previous musical experience is necessary. Training 

is available on woodwind, brass, and string instruments. Students are not required 
to own an instrument to be part of this class, but they will have the opportunity to perform 
at various school concerts. This is an excellent choice for those who love music. 

 
Concert Band 

This course is open to wind and percussion students with at least 2-3 years of 
prior playing experience and who have at least some ability to read music. Wind 
players should be familiar with techniques for good tone production and should 

have some experience with major scales. Percussion students should have some prior 
knowledge of basic snare drum rudiments. Students will participate in concerts, play at 
music festivals, and march in a couple of parades. Ownership of an instrument is 

recommended but not required. 
 

Orchestra 
Orchestra is open to students with at least 2-3 years of prior playing experience 
in violin, viola, cello, and double bass and who have at least some ability to read 

music. Students should have some experience with major scales and be 
comfortable playing in 1st position on all 4 strings. Students will participate in concerts, and 

play at music festivals. Ownership of an instrument is recommended but not required. 
 
Choir – All Levels 

The intermediate Choir class is open to all students grades 6th-8th who enjoy 
music and singing. No singing experience needed. Students will learn how to 

sing and improve skills in music reading and writing, listening, and teamwork. This is a 

performance-based class. All participating students must be willing to rehearse and perform 
outside of class time. 

 
Toll Notes (Advanced) Choir – (Audition Required) This elective class is open to 
all students grades 6th-8th, who enjoy singing and have a passion for music. 

Students will develop their singing voice and improve skills in music reading and 
writing, listening, and teamwork. Experience in singing is recommended, but not 
required. This is a performance-based class. All participating students must be willing to 

rehearse and perform outside of class time. Director approval needed. 
 

Drama 
This performance-based class gives students an opportunity to develop their talents. 
Previous experience is not necessary, only a willingness to participate and perform is 

needed. The course will introduce the students to basic methods of theatrical performance 
and production by offering an opportunity to explore ideas and activities, discover abilities 
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and interests and evaluate the work of both self and others from an artistic point of view, 

while developing self-expression, perception, and evaluation criteria for the art and the artist. 
 

Intro to Digital Studio & Stage Audio 
This course fosters an interest in the technical aspects of recording, editing, and 
sequencing. It also covers the skills necessary for setting up a home studio, running 

live stage-based sound reinforcement and lighting, and operating the various 
equipment used in live studio broadcasts. It is a pathway course for students interested in 

taking either stage technology or music technology in high school and helps with the TMS 
live broadcast. 
 

Dance 
This course is designed to provide Toll students the opportunity to learn the beginning 
skills of dance while improving their techniques, poise, self-confidence and creative ability. 

Students will choreograph and dance in class presentations.  
 

 

World Languages - Yearlong 

 
FLAG Armenian, French, Italian, Korean, and Spanish  

These advanced language classes are for students who can read, write and speak 
in the targeted language at their current grade level. By the end of the class, 

students will be able to read literature, write essays and short paragraphs. Students 
interested in these classes must submit writing samples in the appropriate 

language and have an interview to assess speaking skills. These courses are for students 

with strong language abilities. 
 

Introduction to Armenian 

Introduction to Armenian Language and Culture is an introductory course meant 
to provide a foundation for novice-level students teaching basic reading, writing, 

listening, and speaking skills. The emphasis of the course will be an introduction 
to the Armenian language and culture, throughout practicing listening and 
speaking of the Eastern Armenian dialect of the Armenian language. The goal for 

the students is also to get familiar with the 39 letters and phonemes of the Armenian 
Alphabet. Units of study will highlight an introduction to the geography of Armenia and the 

Armenian history throughout centuries, Armenian language, culture, traditional arts, music, 
food, holidays, everyday life in the Republic of Armenia and the life and structure of Armenian 
communities in Diaspora.  

 
Exploring Languages (French, Spanish, Korean, Italian) 
Students take two semester-long classes exploring two of the following languages: French, 

Spanish, Italian, or Korean. Students will be exposed to beginner’s language; vocabulary, 
basic communication, reading and writing, and strong exposure to the cultures of the target 

language. The emphasis will be on enjoying learning a new language and setting a foundation 
for future language classes. 
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Leadership Academy – Yearlong 

 
Student Government (ASB)  

Are you interested in being an active participant in school activities?  Do you like 
planning and organizing dances and school wide competitions? If so, Student 
Government is for you!  This class gives students the opportunity to develop their 

skills in cooperation, initiative, responsibility and citizenship. A digital application 
is required; be sure to complete the google form to apply for this class. 

 
Yearbook          
This class is for 7th and 8th graders who are very responsible and want to 

help create Toll’s annual yearbook. Students will help with the production 
of the yearbook by taking photos, designing pages, and writing about the 
events represented in the photos. Students must be able to work well with 

others and follow multiple directions independently. If you are ready to 
work hard, have fun, use your computer skills, and help produce a beautiful yearbook, this 

class is for you!  A digital application is required; be sure to complete the google form to apply 
for this class. 
  

Career and Technical Education (CTE) Academy– Yearlong 

 

Students selecting courses in the CTE Academy will have two semester electives. They come 
in a block; selecting one course from the block indicates both courses as the two together 
make up a yearlong course.  The order in which the electives are taken will not be the same 
for all students; you will get both choices.  The computer will randomly place students to 
balance classes. 
 
 
Exploring Art & Intro to Culinary: 

 
Exploring Art will allow students to explore a spectrum of color, design, and 
drawing. Students acquire an enhanced understanding of cultural heritage 

and historical differences and learn the practical use of materials, tools, basic concepts, 
techniques and the artistic process that can bring their imagination to reality.  Students will 
also learn basic vector and photo editing software, study great artists, their works, and their 

individual styles. Toll students will come in close contact with their own creative talents! 
 

Intro to Culinary introduces students to the world of cooking through lessons and 
lab experiences where they get to eat the food they make.  They will work in 

collaborative teams to create a variety of food items in a fully equipped kitchen lab setting.  

Main areas of study include kitchen safety and sanitation, measuring, cutting, following 
recipes, nutrition and menu planning. 
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Exploring Music Tech & Intro to Digital Literacy:  

                  
Exploring Music Technology: Do you enjoy movies, television, and listening to 

the radio? Have you ever considered making your own podcast?  If so, then you are in luck! 
This class will teach you about the tools and equipment used to record sound for all these 
types of media with an emphasis on learning how to use sound editing software. 

 
 

 Intro to Digital Literacy (IDL): This course provides students with structured inquiry and 
standards-based lessons that integrate the basic principles of digital literacy. 
Through the course, students will have an increased awareness of the academic 

requirements to use technological applications to enhance their learning and 
study skills. Hands-on, project-oriented activities will introduce the students to a 

variety of skills needed to be successful in our modern world.  

 
Exploratory Wheels: Skills for Success & Fun with Tech and Science 

 
Skills 4 Success – This class is a semester-long course that focuses on social-emotional 
learning and introduces students to a variety of academic and life skills through collaborative, 

constructive, and experiential lessons and activities. These skills include- but are not limited 
to- the following: communication and social interaction, organization, planning and time 

management, studying, note-taking, and test-taking. Behavior management, self-discipline 
and a growth mindset are also explored throughout this course. 
 

Fun with Tech and Science – This semester elective class explores a wide variety of 
topics to introduce students to the foundational concepts of technology and science and 
challenges them to explore how computing and technology can affect the world. Students are 

encouraged to be creative with hands-on learning opportunities to create computer programs, 
develop web pages, design mobile apps, write algorithms, and collaborate with peers while 

building strong foundational knowledge. This course provides a solid foundation for more 
advanced study as well as practical skills that students can use immediately. 
 

Fitness & Sports Conditioning 
Students need physical activity to build strength, coordination, and the confidence required 
for participation in competitive sports. This course is designed to provide Toll students the 

opportunity to obtain optimal physical fitness by participating in rigorous training and 
learning conditioning techniques to prepare for completive sports competitions.  

https://askleo.com/the_first_eight_things_to_do_with_your_new_computer/
https://askleo.com/the_first_eight_things_to_do_with_your_new_computer/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Math Intervention 7  

 
Math Intervention 7 is a class devoted to helping students who need extra support in math 
by providing additional time and resources. This course includes strategies to improve work 

habits and reinforce math skills. It will engage students in solving and discussing tasks that 
promote mathematical reasoning and problem solving. This class will also build procedural 

fluency on a foundation of conceptual understanding, meaning students will begin to master 
mathematical skills after fully understanding the mathematical concepts underpinning those 
procedures. Students will also familiarize with the enduring math standards and concepts 

that will support their learning in high school. Finally, this class will help students boost 
their math confidence and accelerate their learning.  
 

 
English Intervention 7 (Teens 4 Success) 

 
The guiding question for this class is, "What is it like to be you?" We will learn about how to 
identify and manage our feelings. We will explore procrastination, negative/positive thoughts, 

and mindfulness. The goal is to become inspired and determined to enjoy successful 
experiences now and later on in our lives. This class is designed to help students enhance 

their skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language. The class builds on 
skills students have learned in previous years. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  


